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 OCTOBER HARVESTS…..... by Jan Ginsburg  

October is the month of the year to harvest the fruits of our labor in our fields, from the sweat and 
hard work we put into them throughout the year. We look forward to the fall of the year, no matter 
where we live in America, as it symbolizes change, change in colors in landscape, change to 
cooler weather and a chance to recoup after long-hot summer months.

October happens to be one of my very favorite months of the year, back in Pennsylvania and 
here in Arizona, and I’m sure it is for most of you. Many places around the world celebrate 
“Harvest Festivals” after the crops come in, and we don’t have too far to go to find a festival here. 
Agua Linda Farm, one of the top 100 places to visit in the Tucson area (according to Tucson 
Lifestyle magazine, January 2009!), celebrates the harvest every October with an annual Fall 
Festival!  Make a trip to the Agua Linda Farm pumpkin patch a tradition for your family! Hay 
rides, petting zoo, kid-friendly hay bale maze, movie nights, pony rides, scarecrows, delicious 
farm fresh burgers, and of course, PUMPKINS! They have a lot of events within the month 
including: live music, movie nights, pony rides, and more!  Need more info: Amado, Arizona. 520-
398-3218 E-mail stewart@agualindafarm.net

With the harvesting of the crops, many cities use this as an opportunity to share their bounties 
with local food banks. From the UK, Germany, Australia, New Zealand, and France and 
throughout Asia and the United States, October Harvest is a time of celebration and giving. We 
here at Desert Harbor may not be harvesting our ‘fields’ and celebrating the fruits of our labors, 
but I know we are grateful for the gifts of food, shelter, clean water, close family and good friends. 
That may just be our “harvest,” so take a few minutes and remember our Apache Junction Food 
Bank.

We have been giving to them for almost a year now. October is a good month to empty out a 
cupboard, unload some of our own bounties into the boxes provided in the clubhouse.  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S 
DESK………    By Ken Camp

 I do hope the heat of the summer is almost 
over.  I don’t know about you, but I am ready 
for a “cool down.”  Our Labor Day cook-out 
is over and I hope all had a good time.  The 
winter residents will start to slowly return, so 
it will be good to have them back.
Some of our upcoming events that I hope 

you will mark on your calendars are:

Regular Potluck on September 191. th.
Open Board Meeting on September 242. th at 6:30 pm
First Residents’ Meeting on October 33. rd at 9:00 am.  
Following the meeting we will decorate the hall for our 50-
60 dance with Larry and Judy Liles.  This is a B.Y.O.B.
Regular Pot Luck on October 174. th.
Open Board Meeting on October 275. th at 6:30 pm
Helen Rietz will be in charge of our Halloween Party 6. 
October 31st.  I am sure it will be a lot of fun!  Those who 
want to help out, please give Helen a call.
The Coyote Coupon Books are now in, so please consider 7. 
purchasing one from Connie Riter or Jan Ginsburg.  They 
are $15 this year but a great fundraiser for our activities 
organization and are a great book for a great price!
Our first pancake dinner will be on November 118. th 6:00 pm
Regular flu shots will be available here on November 39. rd 
from 9 am to 12 pm.  Bring your Medicare card and your 
insurance cards with you.  A sign-up sheet will be at the 
clubhouse.  We need 25 people to have them come here 
for this service to us.

Desert Harbor 2009
Activities 
Organization
President........ Ken Camp 
  .....#178..480-641-0975
V. President.... Janet Ginsburg 
  .....#183..480-983-5303
Secretary........ Jackie Bowman(1)

  .....#102..480-983-6534
Treasurer........ Art Roberts(1)

  ....#  81..480-641-7753 
Board Members:
Judi Quetschenback(1)

  .....#141 ..480-854-7553 
Tom Hennessy.....# 70 ..480-671-3696
Midge Drouin.....#203 ..480-982-9425

Other Information...
Newsletter - If you want something 
to appear in the newsletter, submit a 
request in writing and place it in the 
“Bright Ideas Suggestion Box”  
in the Clubhouse or contact a member 

of the Newsletter Committee....
Janet Ginsburg, Connie Riter, Dave Borchardt,

Kay McKersie, Bob Mayo, Midge Drouin, 
Jane Boudreau, Pat Ballock, Dick Smith, and others

Desert Harbor Web Master
Tom Hennessy
...# 70..480-671-3696
E-Mail Address is:
...tom.hennessy@mchsi.com

Management/Desert Harbor, 
American Landlease-Green Courte   
Yvonne Cavazos
...At the clubhouse south east corner 
(480) 288-8876

(1) Jackie Bowman, Judi Quetschenback and Art 
Roberts were appointed by the Board 
and approved to serve until the next
Annual Election in December 2009.
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Landscape Pick-Up Day
American Land Lease announced “As of June 2009”, Desert 
Harbor set up one day each month for landscape removal.  Waste 
pick up will occur on the first Wednesday of each month.

The schedule for the next three months is:
Wednesday, October 7th

Wednesday, November 4th 
Wednesday, December 2nd 

Material must be properly contained and tied in bundles no longer 
than four (4) feet in length.  All debris that contains thorns, needles, 
or other sharp protrusions must be placed inside a disposable 
container, preferably cardboard boxes.  Saguaro cacti and palm 
trees will not be picked up.  Palm tree trimmings are acceptable.  
Please make sure that your tree limbs are bundled together and no 
larger than 12 inches in diameter.

If you have questions, please feel free to contact our community 
manager, Yvonne Cavazos at (480) 288-8876.



LABOR DAY PICNIC ENJOYED BY RESIDENTS
     by Jane Boudreau

A group of over 70 residents gathered on Monday, 
September 7th, to enjoy a picnic supper of bratwurst 
and side dishes.   Our chefs at the grill were Tony 
Tenaglia and Ken Camp.  They spent the afternoon 
in the shade of the clubhouse tending the hot grills.  
Remember it was a cool 100 degrees that afternoon.  
The buffet table was lined with an assortment of 
salads, baked beans, corn, vegetable trays and 
potato salads, both hot and cold.  If that was not 
enough to fill us up, a dessert table with cakes, pies 
and cookies 
tempted even 
the hardiest 
dieter with a 
piece of Weight 
Watchers cake.  
Hats off to all of 
the wonderful 
cooks in our 
community and to 
Jan Ginsburg and 
Art Roberts for 
serving the brats, 
hotdogs and 
hamburgers.   
      
Six dinners 
were delivered to those residents who, due to health 
and mobility issues, were unable to join us at the 
Clubhouse.  A big thank you to those who prepared 
the plates and delivered them to those residents.   If 
you are unable to join us at future 
dinners due to health or mobility 
issues, please contact Ken Camp or 
Jan Ginsburg for home delivery. 
     
The evening’s activities concluded 
with a 50/50 drawing.  Fifty percent 
of the kitty which was $46 goes 
to the Activities Organization and 
the other fifty percent is shared 
with the attendees with tickets 
drawn for $10, $15, and $20 
prizes. Congratulations to the 
winners and, to all the others, “keep 
bringing your dollars.”  You may be 
the ‘winner’ at the next potluck! 
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“ALL PARK PATIO SALES”
       by Connie Riter

The Fall Park Patio Sales will be held on Saturday, November 
14th, from 7 am to 12 pm.  The early starting time was suggested 
because our “neighbor,” Palmas Del Sol East, is having theirs on the 
same day at these times.  The plan is that buyers will go from our 
park to theirs and vice versa.

We will also have our White Elephant Sale, Book, and Bake 
Sales in the Clubhouse at the same time.  We need LOTS of baked 
goods (and fudge) and we are asking that everyone who is having a 
private sale donate something to the White Elephant Sale to defray 
advertising costs.  These can be placed on the provided tables Friday 
evening -- and if you wish, you may also put a price on them.  So 
start organizing the treasures which you 
no longer need for your own sale or for 
the Park.  

If you are trying to sell your home, 
having your own Patio Sale is an excellent 
way to find many potential buyers.  Don’t 
miss out on this opportunity!  Sign-up 
sheets will be in the clubhouse in mid-
October and we hope many residents will 
plan to be a part of this “fun” event.

HALLOWEEN PARTY
   by Kay McKersie

The annual Halloween Party will be held on 
Saturday, October 31st at 5:00 pm

Costume judging will be at 5:30, so if your costume 
is not conducive to eating, you can change into 
something more comfortable.

Dinner will be at 6:00 and there will be a sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board in the clubhouse for chips, 
salads and desserts.  Sloppy Joes will be provided by 
the Activities Committee

Helen Rietow is in charge of the party but please 
call her at 983-6151 if you would like to lend a hand. 

Decorations, games and entertainment 
are being handled by Helen’s talented 

assistants Toni Ague and Judy 
Quetschenback. 

Helen is asking for volunteers 
to help decorate for Halloween 

and meet her at the clubhouse 
Monday, October 12th at 9AM.

TRAVEL 
ANYONE?

   by Connie Riter

Once again, bus trips are being 
planned for the fall.  As new ones 
are organized, they will be added 
to the Travel Club Book in the 
Clubhouse.

For Sinclair Travel (who give 
our Activities Committee a 5% 
commission on all sales):

Oct. 4-10 -- Colorado and the 
Rocky Mountains.  10 meals and 
tours.  $619 pp dbl.
Oct. 31 -- Verde Canyon Railroad.    
Wear your special costume.  Enjoy 
ales and brats.  $118 pp.

Other trips planned through 
Especially 4U Tours are:

Oct. 19 (Sunday) -- Out of Africa 
Wildlife Park in Camp Verde and a 
visit to Montezuma Castle before 
the Park.  See the giant snake 
show, tiger splash, take the safari 
tour and ride the overhead train.  
Have lunch on your own at the 
Park.  Stop at Cliff Castle Casino 
from 5-9 pm with $10 coupon for 
your evening meal.  $79pp.

Oct. 22-23 -- A new Grand Canyon 
Skywalk and Laughlin Trip.  Leave 
early for Laughlin, rooms around 4 
pm.  Free Dinner buffet.  Next day 
go to Dolan Springs area.  Spend 
4 hours, dinner stop in Kingman.  
Walk 70 feet out on the Skywalk at 
the Canyon--see the Canyon from 
4000 feet up or from the skywalk.  
Tour Indian village there with buffet 
available.  $169 pp double.

Many Holiday Tours are already 
planned.  If you are interested in 
any of these trips, please call me 
for reservations...Connie  641-7753
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SHARE A RECIPE

Green Grape Salad
 ……by Sylvia Goodrich

INGREDIANTS:
2-4 pounds seedless green grapes
1 (8 ounce) package cream cheese
8 oz - container sour cream
1/2 c - white sugar
1 Tsp - vanilla extract
4 oz - chopped pecans
1/2 c - brown sugar

Wash and dry grapes.  In a large bowl, mix 
together the cream cheese, sour cream, sugar, 
and vanilla.  Add grapes and mix until evenly 
incorporated.  Sprinkle with brown sugar and 
pecans, mix again, and refrigerate until serving.                                
       (Serves 8)

 OCTOBER’S CASINO TRIP
    …by Celine Leonard

We will be going to Vee Quiva Casino 
(on 51st Ave.) on Thursday, October 22nd.
Check in at the Clubhouse is at 8:30 a.m.  Vee Quiva 
has been completely remodeled.  They have a 500 
seat Bingo Hall with Bingo starting at 12:30pm.  The 
gaming area has 834 slot machines with lots and lots 
of penny slots.  There are 28 tables for cards.  The 
restaurant is a deli.
     

Your green Gila River card is good, but if you do 
not have a pin number, you will need to stop at the 
Players’ Club to get one.  You will get $10.00 on 
arrival at the Casino.

Sign up early!  We want to get a big 56 seater bus!!  
Tell your neighbors…..tell your friends!  Let’s fill it up!!  
Meridian Manor is going to try to get their half full, too.  
Any questions, please let me know at 982-1618.  

Also, if we have enough people to play, Card Bingo 
will be on Saturday, October 3rd at 7pm. 

Bring 20 dimes and a couple of quarters.  
Come join us............everyone is welcome!!
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A Book Review …..By Opel Sellheim

Eat Pray Love …… by Elizabeth Gilbert

By the time she turned thirty, 
Elizabeth Gilbert had everything 
a modern, educated, ambitious 
American woman was supposed 
to want – a husband, a home 
in the country, a successful 
career.  But, instead of feeling 
happy, she was consumed with 
panic, grief, and confusion.  She 
went through a divorce, and a 
crushing depression.

To recover from all this, Gilbert 
took a radical step.  In order to give herself the time 
and space to find out who she really was and what 
she really wanted, she undertook a year-long journey 
around the world, all alone.

Eat Pray Love is the story of that year.  Gilbert’s 
aim was to visit three places where she could 
examine one aspect of her own nature, set against 
the backdrop of a culture that traditionally had done 
that one thing very well.  In Italy she studied the art 
of pleasure, learning to speak Italian and gaining the 
twenty-three happiest pounds of her life.  India was 
for the art of devotion, where with the help of a native 
guru and a surprisingly wise Texan, she embarked on 
four months of austere spiritual exploration.  Finally, 
in Indonesia, she sought her ultimate goal: balance 
– namely, how to build a life of between worldly 
enjoyment and divine transcendence.  Looking for 
these answers on the island of Bali, she became the 
pupil of an elderly, ninth-generation medicine man and 
also fell in love the very best way – unexpectedly.

I would recommend this summer read to all my 
women friends and some of the men may enjoy it also.

TAI CHI CLASSES 
     START AGAIN!  by Dick Smith

Our Tai Chi classes are starting on Monday, October 
5th at 9AM in the clubhouse and will last approximately 
30 to 40 minutes.

This kind of Tai Chi is designed especially for seniors. 
You can do as little or as much as you want of the 
movements.  Since there are only twenty-one moves, 
it is very easy to remember with no memorization.

So take a deep breath, relax and come down to the 
clubhouse and try Tai Chi! We will  look forward to 
having you.
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Remember ladies as you fill in your weekly or monthly 
calendar to record at 12 noon on the first Tuesday of the 
month the Ladies Soup and Salad Luncheon.  We gather 
in the clubhouse to share a luncheon of homemade soups 
and savory salads followed by delicious desserts.  This is 
a wonderful opportunity to meet and greet new neighbors 
as well as becoming reacquainted with our summer 
travelers.

If you are a new resident or have not attended one of our 
luncheons before, please join us on October 
6th at 12 noon in the clubhouse.  A sign up 
sheet is posted on the Activities Organization’s 
Bulletin Board.  The purpose of the sign 
up sheet is to ensure we have sufficient 
tables set up for dining.  In addition you are 
asked to indicate what type of dish you will 
prepare to share with the group.  This is an 
excellent opportunity to try out a new soup or 
salad recipe you clipped from the newspaper, 
magazine or found on the Internet.    

All attendees are reminded to bring their own 
table service and drink. Coffee and hot tea is 
provided by the committee.  

A 50/50 drawing is held during lunch with 
fifty percent of the proceeds going to the Activities 
Organization and remainder to the winning tickets.  
Remember it only takes one dollar to be 
a winner!  

We are looking forward to seeing you for 
lunch on noon on Tuesday, October 6th.  
Do not let the lack of transportation to the 
clubhouse keep you from attending, that 
can be arranged if you contact one of the 
committee members listed below:

     

      Joanna Hankinson   480-641-0975 

      Carol Rysavy           480-983-3142 

      Kay McKersie          480-288-9531 

      Elaine Anfang          480-984-3290

  LADIES SOUP AND SALAD LUNCHEON    
        by Jane Boudreau



OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Date Name Lot #
  2 Karen Stephens 156
  5 Bob Mayo  124
  5 Marj Nelson  131
  8 Mike Kereluk    82
11 Karen Anderson   39
13 Dennis Bowman 102
17 Wil Kusch    25
19 Jane Boudreau 179
21 Bob Berberian  188
27 Lorraine Albright   14
27 Ron Estes    77
27 Alice Johnson      5
27 Richard Garland 201
30 Rich Goodrich    60
30 Fran LeVeque    62

Desert Harbor

BIRTHDAYS / ANNIVERSARIES

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
Date Name Lot #
  3 Bill & Joyce Morrison 195
14 John & Margaret Poshka     4
17 Phillip & Beverly Thau   32
20 Bill & Alice Johnson     5
24 Bruno & Kay Borowczyk     26
26 Gerry & Janice Miller 170
28 Bob & Linda Aemmer 160

If you wish to add your 
birthday and/or anniversary 

or make any corrections 
to the list, 

please call Kay McKersie at 
480-288-9531.

Memories - - - We asked some anniversary couples if they would 
reveal some memories of their special day.  Some did and the following 
is what they shared:

Jerry & Janice Miller, Lot #170
October 26th marks our 46th wedding anniversary. Jerry was home on 
leave (vacation) from the Navy, and was being shipped out to Viet Nam, 
so we didn’t have a “Honey Moon” until our 25th wedding anniversary 
after he retired from the Navy and our children were off on their 
own.  We are both very happy with our choice of getting married, and 
humorously say we have proven many people wrong that said, “It will 
not last”. Janice was young and Jerry was a “Sailor,”…a combination 
that truly did seem destined to fail. However, we would not have it any 
other way and now after all these years we are enjoying our retirement.

Alice & Bill Johnson, Lot #5
The couple was married October 20, 2000 in Mesa, AZ.  Indeed, it 
was a special day and was made more so when Alice’s two daughters 
arrived, one from New York to serve as Maid of Honor.  The wedding 
was a modest event, only 25 guests…however, it soon ballooned to 
more than 75 as more family and friends wanted to be a part of the 
special day.  

On Alice’s side, her step-son and his wife attended while Bill’s sister 
came from Pennsylvania and his Mother helped to make the day 
memorable.  While Alice stayed busy making herself beautiful doing her 
hair and dressing for the big day, poor Bill was left in charge making all 
the food.  All reported, he did do a wonderful job! 
 

At the end of the evening we were given another surprise, a gift from 
the children of champagne and a limo ride to the hotel and breakfast the 
next morning.  Bill’s sister surprised us with a honeymoon stay in Las 
Vegas and a side trip to the Hoover Dam including a boat ride on Lake 
Mead.  For us, it’s been a honeymoon that’s lasted nine years.  Here’s 
hoping it will continue on for another 9 or 10 years.
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ARIZONA HISTORY
     by Kay McKersie

Tortilla Flats is a small community 
located on Highway 88 northeast of 
Apache Junction.  It rests in a small 
valley in the Superstition Mountains 
with a free flowing creek running 
through it.

As a perfect location for the tourist 
trade traveling the road to Roosevelt 
Dam a church, school, general 
store, and a saloon-restaurant were 
constructed to attract people to stop.  
A United States Post Office was 
added in 1927, where many people 
like to mail cards to friends and 
relatives.

Many people come just to sample the 
hamburgers and HOT chili for which 
the restaurant is well-known.

I found while researching this article 
that much of the information available 
is just legend with no basis in fact.  
There was no stage coach stop as 
there was no road until the Roosevelt 
Dam was being built and a road was 
needed to transport supplies.  Work 
began on the road in 1904.

Prior to the building of the road, there 
was only a very difficult trail for horse 
travel used by the local Indian tribes 
and early gold prospectors.  Tortilla 
Flats was a stopping place for water 
and rest.

This area has had its share of tragedy, 
a flood in 1943 destroyed most of the 
town and a fire in 1987 burned down 
most of the reconstructed wooden 
buildings.  Although the community 
lost most of its residents, the current 
buildings were rebuilt and opened to 
the public.

At one time Tortilla Flats boasted one 
hundred twenty-five (125) residents, 
but most left after the flood.  The 
current population is only six!
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Have you 
ever looked closely at Superstition Mountain?  At 

certain times of the day and especially in the fall and winter, you can see 
the word “ice” clearly written on the mountain (in italics and in cursive).  Some people 

have seen flying geese and a bear face there, too.  
What can you see?

“Ice” Never Melts on Superstition Mountain
           by Connie Riter

ice 

Desert Harbor and
  L i g h t n i n g

We are used to thunderstorms in Arizona especially dur-
ing the Monsoon season.   Pictured here are a few incred-
ible examples of lightning from 
recent storm events in August/
September.  Pictures were cap-
tured digitally at Desert Harbor but 
people should not to be outside 
during an ongoing thunderstorm.  
It can be very dangerous.

Lightning-related fatalities, 
injuries, and damage reports in 
the US were summarized after a 
36 year period in the NOAA (Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration) publication, 
Storm Data. There were 3239 deaths, 9818 injuries, and 19,814 property-damage reports from 
lightning during this period. On average, 90 people are killed every year in the U.S. by lightning.  In the world, 
there are some 16 million lightning storms every year and one can only imagine the tragedies that result.

Lightning is an atmospheric discharge of electricity accompanied by thunder.  A bolt of lightning can travel at 
speeds of 60,000 m/s (130,000 mph) and can reach temperatures approaching 54,000º F, which is hot enough 
to fuse silica sand into glass.  How lightning initially forms is still a matter of debate but scientists have studied 
root causes ranging from atmospheric perturbations (wind, humidity, friction, and atmospheric pressure) to the 
impact of solar wind and accumulation of charged solar particles.  Ice inside a cloud is thought to be a key ele-
ment in lightning development thus assisting in the formation of lightning.

Early Greeks believed that lightning was a weapon of Zeus. Thunderbolts were invented by Minerva the 
goddess of wisdom. Since lightning was a manifestation of the gods, any spot struck by lightning was regarded 
as sacred. Greek and Roman temples often were erected at these sites, where the gods were worshipped in 
an attempt to appease them.

In summary: Enjoy the incredible beauty and power of lightning generated in our storms when they occur but 
please view these incredable sites from a place of safety.  You and your family will be better off when you do.



“Columbus Sailed the Ocean Blue.....”  by Connie Riter

One of the least understood holidays in the U.S. is Columbus Day; yet it is celebrated 
in some form all over the world.  The annual commemoration of Italian explorer, 
Christopher Columbus, accidentally finding the New World in 1492, is much more 
controversial than history books reveal.

In the U.S. the holiday is now observed on the second Monday in October with little fanfare.  Retail merchants 
hold special sales, government offices, post offices, and banks are closed, but unlike the 4th of July, the 
average person does little to commemorate the significance of the day.  We have no special meal, picnic, or 
exchange of gifts as we do with other holidays.  Yet, the discovery had world-wide consequences.  In 1492, the 
New World was rich with precious minerals, crude oil, fresh water, and black peat suitable for farming.   The 
indigenous people who were living here had large herds of horses, superb agricultural techniques, and enjoyed 
many wild animals which they hunted.  
  

When the colonists arrived they brought with them not only a new religion, but new diseases and enslavement.   
Many of the Native Americans fell prey to starvation, degradation, and resettlement.    This is why Columbus 
Day is so controversial…..In many parts of the world  the celebration honors the  Native Americans who were 
enslaved by the colonists and sometimes you will see protests occurring during the Columbus Day parades, 
etc.   

Italian Americans were key in the creation of Columbus Day.  The first celebration of the day goes back to 
Oct. 12, 1792 in New York City to celebrate the 300th anniversary of the discovery of America.  A ceremony 
was held in New York and a parade was held and a monument dedicated to him in Baltimore.  Beginning in 
1866, New York’s Italian population organized a yearly celebration with a parade down 5th Avenue and a Mass 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral.  At the 400th anniversary in 1892, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited for the first 
time.  Colorado became the first state to observe an official Columbus Day in 1905 and over time more states 
adopted the holiday until in 1937 FDR proclaimed Oct. 12 a Federal holiday.  Then in 1971 President Nixon 
changed the day to the second Monday in October.   So as a “holiday” it is relatively new and in many South 
American countries they celebrate it as “Native American Day” to remember the hardships of the original 
people here.

To test your knowledge of the history of Columbus Day, you may want to try this short quiz.  Answers 
are elsewhere in the newsletter….

1. Which ship did Columbus command on his first voyage to the New World?
      A. Nina
 B. Pinta
 C. Santa Maria
2. When was the first recorded celebration of Columbus Day in the United States?
 A. 1692
 B.   1792
 C.   1892
3.  The Santa Maria was shipwrecked off the coast of this present-day island.
 A. Haiti
 B. Cuba
 C. Trinidad
4. During which voyage was Columbus led back to Spain in shackles?
 A. 2nd voyage
 B. 3rd voyage
 C. 4th voyage
5. Which city claims to have the “oldest continuous marching parade in America” celebrating Columbus Day?
 A. New York City
 B. Denver
 C. Baltimore
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IN SEARCH OF…DINERS FOR 
RESTAURANT REVIEWS……by Jan Ginsburg

Well, this isn’t a plea for your dollars or for your vote! 
Something much easier and more appealing to think 
about and share. “Hmmm what is it you say?” Most of 
us here at Desert Harbor have two things in common, 
the love of good food and the joy of sharing that food 
in a good restaurant with loved ones and friends, am 
I right?  All of us would like to share the memory of 
those good times and you can do that by taking the 
time to write a Restaurant Review we can put in an 
edition of Harbor Lights. 

It’s really not hard to do; in fact we have a simple 
form that makes it easy to write your review. So start 
sharing your experiences of yummy lunches & dinners 
you’ve had in the Valley’s diners, restaurants and 
bistros.  Once you write a review you can forward it to 
our newsletter ‘librarian’ Bob Mayo at bmayo46490@
msn.com or to any newspaper staff.
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Happy Hour
It may be a surprise to some but there’s one event in 

the Park that has become a regular tradition with many 
who attend the Friday afternoon Happy Hour.  This is 
really just a casual gathering of friends and neighbors 
of Desert Harbor.  who meet at the clubhouse for idol talk and comoradery.  It’s not required but most bring 
snacks for sharing (some get a little elaborate at times) and a personal drink of choice which is often tea, 
soda, or water.  It’s just fun to share and talk about your latest this or that and other such things...nothing 
serious here.

Newcomers may think it resembles 
a mini-pot luck with of all the stuff 
people bring.  There’s not 
sign-up sheets - - - no one 
is in charge of this event.  
People just show up.  

So, if you don’t have 
anything scheduled 
for Friday afternoon 
between 4:00 and 5:30 
pm, come on down, sit 
for a spell and chat with the 
neighbors.  It’s not uncommon 
that time is forgotten and most are 
still sitting and chatting well after 5:30.

LADIES LUNCHEON FOR OCTOBER
     by Jan Ginsburg

Our Ladies Luncheon will take an Italian twist when 
we meet at Romano’s Macaroni Grill in Mesa on 
Tuesday, Oct. 13th. We have met there for lunch 
before and decided to revisit this energetic Italian 
spot, where chefs clad in white hats and red 
scarves keep diners wide-eyed by showing their 
moves in the busy open kitchen.

Helen Rietow asks that anyone interested joining the 
ladies that day to please sign up on the board in the 
clubhouse.  Any questions, call Helen at: 480-983-6151

Romano's Macaroni Grill
1705 S Stapley Dr. 

Mesa, AZ 85204
(480) 632-2699
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“Growing up” in the Desert”
           by Connie Riter

Certain things just don’t grow here in the 
desert--like peonies, lilac bushes, or crocus.  
But other plants can grow here quite well, and if 
you’re like me, you may have a lot of questions 
about gardening.  What time of year should I 
plant?  How should I trim my citrus trees -- and 
why?  Can I keep anything alive in this heat?  
What are those fuzzy white spots on my cactus?  

We thought we’d try a new article in the newsletter on 
gardening tips in which we try to answer questions you may 
have.  No, I don’t have a bright green thumb, but I have 
neighbors who do, and a car and a phone, and I have not used 
my “ask an expert” lifeline yet--so if you have a question, or 
some method or product which has worked for you, drop me a 
note in Box #81 and we’ll work together to find answers.   One 
of the most common problems is deciding how much water to 
provide plants…too little and they die of thirst, too much and 
their roots “drown.”  So, I wanted to share a few thoughts about 
watering which I learned from a local nursery recently.

When you give plants more water than they need, they 
grow more than they should, and you have to do more pruning.  
While fertilizers promote plant growth, they also increase water 
consumption, so apply only the minimum amount of fertilizer 
needed.    The 1-2-3 rule is an easy way to remember how 
deep to water.  Water small plants such as groundcovers, cacti, 
and annuals to a depth of 1 foot.   Water medium plants such 
as shrubs to a depth of 2 feet.  Water large plants such as trees 
to a depth of 3 feet.   

A soil probe such as a sharpened piece of rebar, or a very 
long screwdriver works well to test how deep the water has 
penetrated into the soil.  After plants are established most 
water absorbing roots are located near the drip line (which 
is beneath the outer edge of the plants canopy) not close to 
the trunk or stem.  Concentrate watering along the drip line of 
each plant.  The water will spread down and horizontally as 
it soaks into the soil, reaching the entire root zone.  Signs of 
under watering--older leaves turn yellow or brown and drop, 
leaves are dull, wilted, or drooping, leaves curl up, stems or 
branches die back.  Signs of over watering -- Leaves turn 
a lighter shade of green or yellow, young shoots are wilted, 
growth is excessive, and algae and/or mushrooms are on or 
around plants.  Mulching is a good way to conserve water, but 
remember to keep the mulch 2 to 4 inches from the plant stem.  
If you have plants in containers, remember their roots systems 
are much smaller, and they need more frequent watering than 
plants in the “soil. “  For more water-saving tips in and around 
your home, visit www.wateruseitwisely.com and remember to 
drop me a note if you have any special question.

Classified Ads
Free to Desert Harbor residents 

For Sale
Play Kitchen Cupboard - $230

 Custom made in 2003 for seven hundred dollars.  
Doors are Solid Oak 
Drawer fronts are made of Mahogany.
Formica counter shelf is 13 3/4 x 20 1/4
Dimensions: 40 high - 20 1/4 wide - 13 deep
Excellent Condition - Must See to Appreciate

Richard Nienkark, Lot 128    
(480) 983-1396

---  Must Call  First  ---

FLU TIME……….by Jan Ginsburg

With the coming of fall, comes the dreaded 
Flu season and with that we are reminded of 
the need to prepare ourselves by getting the 
necessary flu shots.

Ken Camp has made arrangements for a Flu 
Clinic set up here at the park on Tuesday, 
November 3rd.  Starting at 9AM through 
12PM in the clubhouse you can receive your 
flu shots, just bring you Medicare card and 
your insurance cards with you.

We will need at least 25 people for the 
service to be brought to us, so make sure 
you sign-up on the bulletin board at the 
clubhouse  
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RESIDENT’S 
MEETING  - by Bob Mayo

As mentioned in the September issue of 
the Harbor Lights, that time of year is upon 
us when, with the return of those who went 
elsewhere to escape the summer heat or 
to return to their summer homes, thoughts 
begin to turn to upcoming events.  This also 
includes the monthly resident’s meetings 
where people can catch up on what has been 
going on as well as what is planned for the 
future.  The first meeting is scheduled for 
October 3rd at 9:00 AM and all residents are 
encouraged to attend.  

This is also the time when people will be 
asked to consider either nominating people to 
fill what will be open positions on the Board of 
the Activities Committee, or even volunteering 
to run themselves for one of the available 
offices.  This year we will need to elect 
people to serve in the positions of Secretary, 
Treasurer, and one member at large.  A 
nominating committee was appointed by the 
Activities Board of Directors President Ken 
Camp, and is soliciting nominations for the 
open positions.  

Members of the nominating committee 
include the chairman Jim Stephens, lot #156; 
Kay McKersie, lot #177; and Dave Borchardt, 
lot #129.  Individuals wishing to nominate a 
person for one of the board positions, or who 
may wish to volunteer their own services 
can contact any member of the committee.  
Final nominations will be completed during 
the November resident’s meeting tentatively 
scheduled for November 7th.

We also wish to remind people that 
if you wish to see any changes made to 
the activities organization’s by-laws, all 
recommended changes must be provided to 
a member of the by-laws committee no later 
than October 31 so they may be included 
on the ballots.  Members of the committee 
include Agnes Miller, lot #152, Carol Rysavy, 
lot #92, and Bob Mayo, lot #124.

COYOTE COUPON BOOKS HAVE 
ARRIVED!!      by Connie Riter

In the clubhouse you will see a copy of the 2009-2010 
Coyote Coupon Book for this year and you can see how 
much more varied and extensive it is.  You can also check 
at home on your computer at 
www.CoyoteCoupons.com to 
see each page of the book.  The 
cost of the book this year is $15 
and there is a sign-up sheet at 
the clubhouse if you would like 
to order one.  Both Connie Riter 
and Jan Ginsburg will be selling 
them and delivering them to you.  
If you have a business or work at 
one, and would like to sell them 
at your work, please let Connie 
know.  She will provide you with 
a sign to advertise that you are selling them.  If you wish to 
pay by check, please make the check out to “Desert Harbor 
Activities.”  This year there are over 130 local offers in the 
coupon book with more than 50 “buy-one-get-one” offers.  
By purchasing a book, you are not only helping out our 
activities organization, but you are also helping to support 
many of the local merchants in our area.  And of course, by 
using only two or three coupons, your savings will have paid 
for the book. (Connie Riter  480-641-7753)

“A philosopher,” said the 
theologian, “is like a blind 
man in a darkened room 
looking for a black cat 
that isn’t there.” 
 

“That is right,” the   
philosopher replied, “and 
if he were a theologian, 
he’d find it.”
      Anonymous
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Columbus Sailed the Ocean Blue 
Answers to quiz:  c, b, a, b, c

7:00p  Card Bingo

5:00p   Halloween
             Party

Landscaping 
Trash Pick-up

Day


